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J=- 15s of theſe who either out of 1 IgnQ=- 
rance,or diſdain. do call them Lay E]- 
acre, as if they were a part of the People 
of only, and not t@ be reckoned amongſt 
18 {che Officers of the Lords Houſe, whom 
Ithe Popiſh Church in their oride, and 


others following them, calls the Clergy, - 
[that i is, the Lords In{S-icance, It oppo- | : 


Ifition to. the Laity or Peeple, whom 
o. [they look: upon, -a5baſe and much inferi- 
Jox to the other in-worth-and Excellericy, # 
whereas all-the Lerds People are his 
portion, and the. lot of bis Tuheritance, 
[Dewut. 22, 9. 1,., Pet. 5, 3. Theſecond 
 Imiſtakeis, of theſe whodo call theſe only 
+ Ruling-Elders, who fit in open, 
Bynods, and Genera] Aſſemblies, allow- 
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.ing to athas the name \ of Elders, | uf 
. not of Ruling-Elders:. Bur every Eld 
, intheLords Houſe is a Ruliug-Elder by d 
' cauſe the power and exerciſe of rule ani 

Government. belongs fo every Elc 

though ſome of them upon ſpecial) og 
'cafions be called to a more eminent Ex| 
erciſc of 1t than others, | 


C HA P. 1 | f 
Of the © Influution of 
. Rulmp-Elders. | 


T*; Inſtitution of t hi ; 
of Gta "N fice of Ruling-EM 
der, is divine, it is not an 


? | ordinance of mans, but of God, Th F | 
| " Lerd Jeſus, upon whoſe ſhoulder the 
1 


The 2. book 


Government 15,and who 1s fairtifull' in 
all his houſe, hath in his Eternal wiſdom 
though kt te appoint ſuch an Officer int] 
his Houle, for the right and orderly Go- ; 
verning  thercof. It's true. thar by the] 
- Noth, or rather by the <a of Teach- v1 
BE. 0p, 
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| oc Church. But certain it is that both the 
Xﬆ Jewiſh Synagogue; and after, the Chriſti. 


-» 


4 er: 29. t- A141.16-21.22.23.20 57.59... 
= 48. 4' 5. And | 


hi 


hel & pureſt times ' Greg. con. Cell. (5h. 3* Lge 
in thereof, appears 


wy 
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ub ces, whileſt they atone would ſcera to be 


EM Qian Churgh . al- } $7.70 -in his 34.Ch, of 


| into theſe things, But we have a, more 
[ FT, * - - . 
i= lure word for the Divine Inftitution of 
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ef fomewhat, and by the policy of Satan, 


ef and inadvertance of the Church, 


# theſe Officers were for many Ages ta». || 
tgether, out of _uſe in the Chriſtian - 


Þ an Church had Sexzores, or Elders, with. 13 
{ out. whoſe counſel nothing was done in |- | 
# the Churchz That the. Jewiſh Church 
Þ had ſuch appears from 2. :Chre. 19. 8. © | 


| that the 'Chri- .-4»broſ Com: on 1,Tim. 


1 a Apol.” Ba/il. Mag. Com, 
{io had them in on Hay 3-2. Hier. on'that | 


'the primitive ſame place. .4»g Ep. 137. 
l. 3-contraGreſcen.Cap.'5 6: ws: 
Ifrom the teſii- 


*; 


5 Mmony of ancientWriters,as may be found | [: 


by theſe who will take pains to ſearch | 
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WE 


Elders in the; "Chriſtian Church, then. | 'Y 
any teſtimony of man, to, wit, the Te 10S 
imaeny of God, in the Scriptares of 
the New Teſtament, The hr place of F.- 
| Scripture is Row. 12+ 6, 7. 8. Having | 4 
3 then gifts, aiffering  accor«ng to the grace + 
, j that is (gvven Wy, whether prophejie, left: F 
ws. peopbeſic, , according to the propor- } 
þ- portion of farth, of AMiniitry, let us waton } 
. our Minitring, or he that teachetv, on teachs | 
-Ingy' or be tbat exhorteth on exhortanion; | be A 
that glues, let bin do ut with pmpiienty: be \| 
that raleth, With dats ence 3 he chat kerverh q 
 . mercy, wuh cheerfulneſt. fr which Texr, 
E - the Apoſtle doth firft comprehend all | 

. the ſeveral. .kindes of ordinary ſtand» 

- ng Officers in the Church of God, un- TI. 
«der two geheral Heads, to wir, Prophecie, 

whereby'is meaned the ordinary faculrie | 

of righr underſtanding and expounding 1, !, 
' the Scriptures, and Miniſtery, ' under |; 

which i comprehended all otherChurch-. 1 

Officers aud. imployments:/To each of | 

theſe the Apottle addeth tifeir general 
..-; Fas | 
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#1 # Thould do 1 it according O the proportion 
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of t#h,.h.c, according to the meaſure, 


p KT the mature of knowledge of. the 


| wordgg fairh that he hath received of 
| God; And he that Miniſters, -let him 


” wait onhis miniſtring, +:e. let him not - 7 


do it -. negligencly or (lothfully, but -? 
faithfully af* diligefcly. Then he 7 
ſub -divides theſe rwo Generals, ' into © 
the ſpeciall Offices contained under themz 


He divides h11 that prophefi: ieth, into |, 4 
him that reacherh, and him-that' exhort.. , 4 


ti), or inco the Dodrr, to whom the 
word of teaching or '\nſtruQtion belongs, 
and the Yaſtor, ro whom \the Wordof ' 
Exhortation is competent. Under him, -? 
that miniſtreth, | he comprehends, firft © 
/ him that giverh, by whom is meant the 
Deacon, . wha 1s appointed for the ſup- 
ply of the por. Secondly, him that rul « 
eth, by whom c:n be meant no other 
then the ruling elder, ſcing an ordi- 
\nary. ruling Officer in the Church, who / 
C 2 is: 


# 
% 
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wa 


. is here ſpoken of by the Apoſtle. 
The ſecond place of ar 


F Cor:412. 28. 4vd Ged batb ſer bo 


} | oufes of bealng, belp*, gover vents, kinds of 
bs zongnes. Some of the Bibles of the late En- 


cd. In this Text the Apoſtle reckqus ſeve« 
-- ral Officers of the Chutch, ſome extra- 
{ordinary which were to continue” but 
for a ſcaſon, ſuch as Apofiles,. Prophets, 
| . Powers or Miracles, ' giftes of healing, 
| kinds of congues:Some Ordinary, which 
 wexc tocontinue in the Church to the 
| end.of the World, and rheſe are Teachers, 
, or the ordinary Church-Officers, who 


are cxerciſcd in theWord: : Helps,b.ethe ' 
_ Deacons, 


* 


is different from the paſtor and Facher 


proves the Office of \Ruling-Elders 4 x | 


Church, ferit Apofller, ſecondly x. on 4 2 


3 E Tranflation read belps mn governments, |: ; 
© but croſs t© the Text in the firft Lan» ' 
"guage, that bears belps, governments,as two | 
_diſtia&t things, and therefore in other . 
| Edition of that Travflation, 'thw.is help= 


thirdly Teachers, afterward muracler, then F- 


i 
# * «© 
| of ' ” 


- 2. Deacons, who are appointed for the help 
e #.:andrelict of the poorzand Government, be. + __ 
gi | the Governing and Ruling Elders; for ©: - 
e Þ its clgar from the words, that the A-' (| ; 


& polfle by Governments, doth | mean a 


.; ed wortvy of. double honour. ſpecially they. 


7 honouwy; and theſear2 the Ruling Elders 
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ff, of Treanſe of _ Pl 29. 


F* Church Officer, whom God hath let in 
his Charch, for Ruluug: and, Governing | 
- thereof, now this cannot be any other of *.. 
|. *the Church Othcers, for theſe he hath * 
1 - named befides, and thereforc- it remains 
- that it is the Ruling-Elder, 
The ti.ird placcof Scripture is 1 Toms. 
17.Leeche Elders that rule well, be counts. 


\ that labour inthe word and edefrive.” Which 
Text doth hold forth and diſtinguiſh 
two ſorts of Elders in the Church, -to 
whom . the Lord Jeſus hath commitred 
the power of Ruling ; One ſort whodo# - 
alfo labour in the Word and Dodrine, 
to wit, Paſtors and Teachers: Another -- ? 

4- fort who. do only Rule;: and domg it + 

> "well, ate accounted worthy. of double 
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16. 4ffert of the go- 


'vernment” of the Office of the Ruling” 
- . Church of Seetland. - Elder is of Divine | } 
'". Part 16-3» P2S- 1 Inflicution, weather IF; 


and 17: "theſe concluſions, firſt, 


'- thatic isnot #thing arbitrary andiindiffe- 


* rent for ſuch towait uponthcir charge, yea 


or not, 'as they pleaſe, or as their at 


tendance may contribute for their own. . 
| . or, their freinds: particular, which: is the 
| cuſtom of too too'many Elders; but that 
; theyare bound in conſcieuce diligently to 
' Attend and follow the duties thereof, 
+ . whetherthey be (ach as they ought, to the 


ſeveral Members of the Conprogynets oP 


the keeping of Seſſion, or Preſbytry,and 


other. Aﬀerblies of the Church, when 


| _ they are called and deſired thereto. 
 . Secondly, that Elders ought to do 


their Office, not formally and hypo- 
critically, for the faſhion only,; but ſin- 


E ccrely and honeſtly, as in the -ſight of 


God, by whom they arc called unto this 
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= Stn: "an to des this _ 
Tender an accompt of their Aikchangs uf. 
| this great truſf, . 
Thirdly they ought not to domineer” 
F over their te)Jlow Brethren and Elders, ' 
+ s but to carry themſelves humbly and ſer. 
"+, viceably, as theſe who are appointed of | 
+; the Lord Jeſus for miniſtring unto, and. 
edifying of his Body the Church, 
Fourthly rhat they ought to carry _ 
themſelves with that authority, holineſs, +} 
gravity and prudence, that becomes 
theſe who are called of God, to bear | 
Rule in his Houſe. 14 
Fifthly,that Elders once lawfully call ” 
ed to the Office, and having gifts from | 
' God meet to exerciſe the flame | un- 
'# lefs they be removed therefrom, .becaule .. 
{ 4-0 milcarriages ] are ſtill Elders, chough 
| Hippily in Congregations - .— Fi 
{where many qualified men. 2-. Book of | 
/ may be found, tome may be % won en. 6a 
of permittted for a'time to ſur- . 
# ccaſe from the exerciſe 
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Sixthly, thar people: ought-to obey- 
” fuch as thele who have the rule over 


they wait tor their ſovles, as they that. 


; . with Joy, and net wittrgrief,, Heb, 13; 


Therefore 
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of the charge, and others be put, in theis 8 1 


- Law,in ſervingin the Temple by courſes. E L 


mult give account, that chey mey doit > |." 


them, and to ſubmit themſelves, becauſe "WF 


a7. Yea, they would know them'.as *| 4 
thele-who ate over them in the Lord, | 

-- and do admonith them,and eftecrn them { 

'very highly 1 mm ox for their works lake, IX 
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| Of he Pocanion, oO” Callmg of Rat: ng Elder: "PL = Ii 

S no man 1s [to in- ky vv 

Ent Dif. trade in any inks \ © 6 

re pe ploy ment-wathc ut alawtul 'T 

| Calling ſo much leſs ought al 

any man to intrude himleli without aCall- : Ol 

2. Bok of dif WE into any ſacred Funi- | | 

Cap. 3 m theHoyſe of God, Heb.;, FM 


OED $3 , FF 
Pi, © TB” 3 ny 


| © | any; take \upon him to  axcrcile I 
4 1 0 the.. O Ofhee of Ruling Elder, \ *he 2 
© ought to be lawfully called thercunto. 
|. This Calling is inward. or. outward; the 
| : b. E inwardCalling] is the Teſtimony of a good 
». Conicience, concerning ſome meaſure” of # 
F ability and gifts: for" the Charge, anda 
| ſincere, and hon<f inclination and pur», 
| -pole to imploy thele gifts, for the honour || 
'" of God, the advancement of the King- | | 
'. domof [Jeſus Chviſt,and the good of ſeuls. 
| | 1 Theoutward Calling is to be after the | 
-- ſome manner with that of other Church- ' - ? 
: officers,” and it ſtands..in their EleQion, + 
and in the tryal of their carriage, gifts; 
'\* and admiſſion to: the Change. The E-' * 
© Iection is to be madeby theCongregation 
4 wherein they are to bear charge, As. 
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"Treatiſe of 


16 .&- $- .and 14, 23 | 
| That it way be gone 1 Book of ER. "4 
. "about \ in "the more © head rouchiug | 
the Elefron of 

. orderly ways. it 1s fit Elders aud Dee, 


' that a-.nomination be COT 
made by the Miniſicr 
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# Ri bog 'Elas, 4 DO TE EY de” 2 J 
I cap of the.Cengregation of the -S 
| perſons firreſty and beſt qualified for hel 4 x 
- imployment, and that the names of; i 
© the perſons nominated'by . them, be pub=" : | 
-  lickly intimated to'the Congregation, and' -F- 
they defircd,in caſe of their nor being © FF: 
'fatiſhed, as having eFeption, or kngw- 
ing others better qualiticd, .to repieſent {| 
- the famerto the Miniſter -and Elderſhip,- 
If there heno Elderfhip | in' the Congre- | 
gation, a nomination may be made either 
 - by the Preſbytry, or by the-molt judi- : 
©  cious and godly Members of rhe Congre. 
. gation; particulary maſters of Families, 
” Cogether with tac Miniftcr,” or -one or 
more Miniſters of the 'Presbytery, in cale 
of the Congregations waut of a Minifter, 
E: T he trial is | to: he by the 
þ. 2 Bookof 4iſ Miniſter and Elderſhip of 
| ©pine8.head theCongregatien, or an cafe © 
of the want.of theſe, by the 
Preſbytry: And' they arc tg be tryed 
borh.in regard of their converſation, that 
It be —— and holy, and allo in re- 
| yad | 


_ "Ef s Tad Hh 
 pard of their knowledge and experience 
|'E in : thothitigsof God, 'and of. the A ﬀeairs: 
of his Houſe, and of their ability and _ 
Eris for Government ; 
I bY - that the trial of Elgers | in their know= 
Z lcd and gifts requiged for their: Charges 
 Harh nov been mu@in ule in this Church, 


would be made of making choile of ſuch 
as had knowFdge, and wa able and fit, 
or that it any ignorant, or not able and 
| fitted, were nominat, thar tome of the 
. | * Congregation upon the, intimation-6f.- 


', their names, would except againlt them" o 


bur by this. means it hath come to:paſs, 
that many ignorant and unqualified INCA 
| havebeenadmitted Elders in many Con « 
 . Sregations, co the great detriment® off 
* Rain: and no ſmall Reproach of our 
Church: The Apoſtle 1 75,3.i10.ſpeak. 


ing of Deacons, whichis the loweſt rank 
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8 that theſe alſo firft be proved, then let 


£e.cm uſe the Offce of a Deacon, being 
; fouud 
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It being taken for granted,that conſcrence | 


cf the Officersof - the Church, requires 
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Fo go TE $f W + 
found blameleſs: And the ſame 6d ny 
_ and grounds that plead tor the txyal of * 
a Minifter, pleads alſo for the tryall of- | 
Elders, in.a way ſatable ro the qualifi- > r 
 - . cations required in them. #: 
Seerht man-. Their Aghnilſion is to be by 
| -  werof Ele#- the. Miner. of the Con- '& 
—_ and ad- 
- Shiny: Me- gregation, or one appointed |. 
| anefers and by the 'Presbytery, in the ': 
| © Elders," pre-. preſence of the whole Con- : þ- 
fixed fo the gregation, with the Preach« | - 
old Pſalm erh d. EE 
Book. ing of the word, concerning *.þ.1 
; their duty,and with Prayer {| 
” and Humiliation, concerning the ſpirit - 
| of their Calling to be . poured out upon 
them; and that the pleaſure of the Lord 
' may proſper mn their-hands: Ar which 
time they are ſolemnly to engage them- 
{c}ves before the Lord; tv be taithful, 
| and diligent, and watchful 'over the 
” flock commited to their charge, and in /-. 
all the duties of that holy and honour- 7 
able icoployment 3 and the pople are al-- | 01 
fo to engage themſelves to. obey _ {- 
@ll Vt 
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Of the [Ducicaef « "Ruling Elder, 


THe Duties of « Ruling Ejder beof.. 
 \; z£ tweforts, ſome that are perlonal,8&, 
| | xelate-to his converſation as 2 Chriltiany - 4 
| | others that are Official, and relate to his © | 
4 Rulings. as an Office-þearer in the Houle - 

Ee of. - His perſonal. . 


qualifications, or. the I. Zo of D-ſciolines 
8. head. 


| of. His conver. 2- Bookof arg 4 
Ms fation, are the ſame ahap.' ] 
| with theſe which the- 

; A poſile:. -FEQUITES.. lit - ; ; 5 
he. converſation of a Miniſter, i Tims. $i 2 
[ 25I6<a5* 67 and. 6,41: Ti. 1.6.78. 
ES . Which Scriptures, under The manner of Ex © I 
7 the Name of 1lontr lefitng menrfterd 
ores 'Overleer, the £m aud Elders. 


| ' | prigpes all thele Office) wy Key kb, 
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” Soils, 'and:ſers -down 1 w an 
A» SY ZONs he would- have ,.;th 

F Ay ard of their pu cap C; 

: 1 ſhal {peak af theſe. things with - —_—_ 
cation tothe Ruhng Elder. That the Rally 
ing Elder ought t ay of a blamelcſs a 


5y 


hriſtian Converſation, isabove queltie n: 
| bur that 1t may be more diftintly known 
© what the Holy Glioft requires of ſuck ia Y 
regard of their :converlations: I: ſhall- 8 
from theſe Seriptures thew,F irft;whatit the 
\ Apoſtle would - have'them not, to: "bez? 


- Secondly, what he would have themito beg"; 
; The things of the 6rſt ſort are theſet3;A/ | 
" Ruling Elder muft not be given to Wine, ; 
they mult not be lovers'nor followers of | 
Krong drink, nor !'debord_ in riot'and / 
Excels,, nor tipple- avny titnein-Ale< 
Houſes and Taverns.” 2.) He muſt not'bo 
a-ſtriker nor 'a bra wer; ner. given''to 
; quarreling and contentrions.' 3. Ho muſt 
mot be covetous; nor / greedy of filthy 


 acre'4 for the love of money is the Took 4 | 
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_ alirw; which "while PE "2 
ere fr "care cfank, and :pierce-/ doch \ 8 
#bron þ wk many (orrorws- 4. He muſt - 
mots X 4 b hovice; | or one; newly: :come to © 
:- x 2 a he be puffed ap wath pride, E. 
TEES /anto' the condemnation ef the Dev, 
"the ſpirits ofNovices are not yer well bats. 
| laffed .nor brought low enough by fre 
| quent exerciſes of theCroſs,and fo come 
ro be more ' eaſily" puffed up, therefore 
Lthete- 'is need that: he'bean exerciſed + 
"So Idler of Jeſus Chrift,, and one who 
|. byExperience i is taught to.know the wiles 
of the Devil,& is able to endure hardneſs, 
"$/ He tuft 'not be felt-willed,- adhering 
 pertinaciogſly,: and, without; Teaſon to. 
| his own” judgment, and refuſing | to 
y hearken to the judgmenrof his Brethren, 
{though ſound' jand wholefome. 6. He 
rv not be ſoon angry,-whether - uport 
b real or 'concerved-caules of /provocations. ® 
- The things of the- ſecond fort be theſe; 
.F, He muſt be blftneleſs- 4.e.- Qne who 


| walks withour offence / towirds God and 
E SIE D 2 _* Mens. 
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f imploy himſelf thereiniz bur'-of * that. ' 


frneſs and. ability to Teach '--that is 
competent to his Calling, which he muſt 
be ready and' willing'to exerciſe” ſo far 
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all ' or diverſe Nations ptofeſfing. the- Þ 
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- | mittzng of peniteuts; Therefore it is fit 
to ſpeak head of their right way of 
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wh rently and impartially. 

| WATER 'refpett of * perſons. [the rich as!, 
well 'asthe poor, the high: as well as the: 


others. 7. 2.ſharply reproves theſe who 
' have the faith of our Lord '[eſus Chrift- the 
Lord of glory with reſpet3 of perjons, by | 
preferring ithe rich to the, poor; and) 


Y Solomoniayes thatdivers ee R.gotn dies + 4 
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medjures are an abomimation to the Lord, | 
| have the"tenfures of our Lord Jeſus 
' with reſpet of perſons,” and-ro weigh 
the rich 4nd the poor, the high'and he : 


of the one, and paſſing by the other. 2. 
ic 1s 10cumbent' ro them tc exerciſe their? 
| / i poWen; 


1 [4 


| 


f: 
low; "their friends, *kinſmen,: alliance;: | © 
neighbours and acquaintance; as well ag' 4A 


following Heir ity 4 is theſe things.  - 
mart? £36” F "For the Perſons about E h 
| 12 Book P \Dsſcip 'whom”® their cenſure} | 
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rOthe offence of the Goſpel, and- blam» 
| ing of che. elderſhip, | he is fo/be cenſured + 
by the Miniſter, or Minifters,” and. the: | 
| reft of the Eldens; as the degree of his 
{ offence doth require, the Apolile. Pauls 
_ A#:. 30. '2.8, gives coarge to, all Elders. 
to take heed to themſelves, as well as to 
the flock over whichthe Holy Ghoſt: 
hath” mide then (over: ſeers.-:3-- As all” 


-| forts 'of ſcandalous perſons, whether in 
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the. Corgregation' or. amongſt | them- 
ſelves: ſo. all ſorrs:of ſcandals and-of : 
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Is The! Apes 2 T wy 3: 6. T polualh * 
'} that we withdrew from every brother. that” ['Y 
walkerh asſorderly, and amongſt diſorder<: : 
-/ ly walkers; he doth werſ.11, reckon 2dt6i | 
 perſonc, who doe not-work at- all, but: 
are bufie bodies; \incimaring to us, that* 
_ even'theſe: ſcandals and diforders, which 
are by many little raken notice of, and” 
lookr'rupon 25: no faults, ought 'ro'be'' 5 
taken notice of by the-' Church, rthat- al; 
' herimetabers may walk honeſtly, and'as}. [h 
tbeconies the'Goſpel of Jelus Chriff/' 
The Atts -of aur Church doth appoint;*! 
that whatſoever ir 'be that «might Tpot” 
that Chriſtian Congregation,” ought-not”! 
to eſcape'cither ad nonicion'or cenſures®”} 
F Sointhe order of Ecclefiaftick Diſcipline-/ 
| : 1957; Two great neglects there be that by” 
Ban or cufton have crept in among, 
Iders'in many Congregations, 1. Thar; 


| they do ner take notice of the omiſſion t 
|. of Dutfcs as//well as 'the'commilſion of 2 
| faults 5:25 foF-inſtance, Tt'cliere be any'! } 
q- member: ofithe Comeau who lives! 
| | ey | 


Fratey, aut airs nor upon his. cali, 7 


chanicable to ha Poor, who- waits not 3 


; ' pon: the- publick: Ordinances, if thetc 
| be / any Maſter; of -a Family, who. 
- | prays not in his tamily,who' does not 
| bring 
. | nnd Bo IM of the Loxd; or 2 That 
| they do not takenotice'of the Commils. 
2 fon of faults, and ſcandals of all forts, 


. up his Children in the nurture 


of ſome few.only; ſuch as fornication, 


| adultery, and profaning of the Lords 
i Days and ſuffering many orhers, ſuch- 


as ripling, drunkenneſs, ' filchy- come 


Tf munication, lying, curfi ing, ſwearing, 
YL rreflion, reproaching of Piety, and 
6-1 odlinels, Oc./ to pals without obſera * 
o: | vadion 4-'Elders” arc to. | | 
4 | take: heed, thar they bring | 1 Sook of Dijſep, 
ay 1n-no- civil ts and <#4p' 7 {e4 6 l 
ni | Debates 'before the Al : 
of ſemblics of the Church, aud thas they 
Fit do tiot ufe nor inflict .any civil mulct, 
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of ſcandal," hee" peck; proper, 
_. Civil Magittratz The Kingdony of rn) | 
_ Chyiſt, and the. Cenſures thereot- 
Sprizual, aud not 'of this world Fohna8.| 7 
'$6. 5-1 the taking] Þ 
The Order o{Eecle» notice, of offences. they] x; 
fedftich Diſcipline aye to obſerve this. Ors| < 
.appornted - by the d oY he ON, bel 

Afſemby 1567 4nd of <.. tne ence 
inthe Qrder of Ex- private» /and known-te 
7 area de i: but a:few, then are they]; 
Þ Foivied by Fs bY: in the. firſt place to; ade}; 
ſembl 1571 monitth the offender. pti| * 
yatly, and if he Rearkeih he 
-to he” admonirion aud amend, it Pe” 
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en the Church needs Fe be plow d: 
therewith, but if he deſpiſe -this econdÞar; 
admonition; then is he 'to be dilated by! py 
- the Elder. to the Church, that he may be it 
called befor tle Scllion, andcunvicted, th 
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us| Order Commanded and perſcribed by 2 
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| to the Seffion; that according to the . _; 


| Apollles Rule, 21 Tom.. 5. 20. They that 
iy 7.6 meaning openly ) may be rebuke bes 
Flfore «ll,\ that others may fears 
1 6, In theſe Sachok they are to take 
- *n I heh that they do nor,/upon every rumor 
por jealouſie,'or ſuſpition,., bring wen to 
he be queſtioned, -Publickly: as icandalous” 
ds] walkers, 'but firſt to be carctull to: make. 
_ { diligent and prudent enquiry about the - 
40] truth-of the matter, andito fee if it can 

ke be proven by witneſſes, : or that the ſcan- 
ed] dall thereof be comnion and flagrant,or 
nd] attended with pregnant likely-hoods,and . 
by| Ppreſurnprions of truth, betore they "bring __ 

de] ic in-publick. that {6 ir may appear to ' 


ed, theCongregation,and to the party them- 
ad] =, ow Þ- , " {elves,. 
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- they" are in the 'fear of God, and. in 'the | 
to take heed that fear or favour;”* or folt+ 4 


bribes, 'make-chem not paſſe by, or ike.” 
atche fault of any, . and that © paſſion, or 
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malice, or privat quarrels,: and particul: - 1 : 


ars make them not to dilare,. or rip. up, + 
_ - or-ctnſure the hes woby 6 of any.,. Ky 
thatthey carry withall tenderneſſe ind | 


compallion; and '\muderation,;. towaras-. F.* 


the” offender, that : they *may approve 


themſelves to bis conſcience;rhit nothing, |. 


puts' them'oneto dilate him;'and pro- |. 
eted againſt him;-'but the..conſcience: of þ, 


duty; and a defire to gain/his - fouly: and: F 
to purge the Church/ of ſcandals, Gal:6, {| 


I. 2 Cor. 4:2; Its'a high provocation bes 
-fore the Lord, tor a Church-Ofkcer:toa+ &- 
buſe, che power' given him. of God, fox X: 


_<difjing his body the Church, unto the. 
anling 
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£ © bis: own paſſions and: NR. 1 
+ affections. pu gs E 
<Þ +8: They areto | 'raks heed. har they 
þ 264 notuſe the ' Centures of the Church 
# asa' bodily puniſhment. or pennance. t9 
| fariſtic tor fin, but a ſpritual medicine, | 
F. for: humbling and: gaining - of the-foul'; 
# all Church cenfuxes even Exoothuninty | 
- Earton*t -ic ſelf,” which is-the moſt terrible 
20d; \deftroying like *cenfure, | being qr- * 
F dained of God for this end, 4 Cor. 54 
|| ' The Apoſtle commands'to. delwer; the. 
1  Inceſious perſon to Saram,''not that he may) ) 2 
1 ' fitithe for his fin,- bur: that the ſpa hay;, 
: _be ſaved m the day. of: the: Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
 J The word 'Satisfa&tion way admit; of a; 
" : folerable' confirudtion 'm Church-gen-;. 
f ſires; 'inorder to the- remaving-of- the: (| 
J _ ſcandal before / men, bur »rhis.. being 40: 
* $ much abuſed in the popiſh Church; and: 
*F the hearts.ot men. beinyſo prone: to/turn; 
* & -frue'Gofpel repentance,” to/a meer ons 
\ [ petinanee, and'to' conceive; that by meer. 
 oliiſed ſubmiſſion !'and obedicace/|to: 
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Fn of their lin is dnne away: before ; 


to the: foſtering this permicious opinion, 
- ab rake pains /to- inſtruct . offend rs/ in 
” the rrue nature and ends of the cenſures 
: of the Kirk. g.- Agreat / 

rtof Elders worksis toy, The form & arder 

of publick repent= 

- with (caiidalous perſons ;,, ,14 Pe 
 who'are now convict, - 


- and", frequent conferenee, 'inttructings 
” eghorting and admoniſhing them. untill 


” Day'be'removed- 5: + 
| 10. 'They are not ro deſi reOr appoinf 


 Congregition, oil the figns of-re- 


Ged, Theretore Elders would- caretully | 
_ hhuwevery tiring that” may give occaſion. 


aver and take. -pains | ,* bes rolled we? 


, "to bring chem to repentance by eaewable h 


F- ro. protefle. repentance bcfore. the. 


penrance | 


” the” cenſures ob” Chant, VETS SY 
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Sat perceive ſome menſurc of true and: | 
., carneſt humrhation wrought 1 them for. 
-. their fin, and them”; kitred . toevidegce * 
and declare the fame in publick-before 
_ the Congregation. char ſo the ſcandal +]: 
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| vous C orinthaan {orrowed (exceed! 


hefore the! Apotile did any thing <Ot 
-eerning the receiving of..him;;., And the 
: Piſcipline of our Church appoints. Mini: - 


judgements, / what hatred. of fir ny .and*fa; F 
xow:for the ſame»; and; what lenls and «4 


- feeling they have.of Gqds-,mercies, ln 
|. which if they: be ignorant, they - ought 


diligeatly to be »1nſtructed, 31 for it is Ag 


' (fy p"nceY buta' mogkiog to; put ſuch to 


poblick repentance,..who-nexther under. 
ftandi-what fin: is, : what; repentance 
«is, -what grace is. nor -by.-whom-Gods 


_ + miefcies ahd favonrs arg purchaſed ? And, 
that-after he is anfiructed in. thele things; + 
Þ and broughtto have ſome.raſte-of God. "© 


judgements, eſpecially of his, mercics In 


' felus Chriſt, he may. be preſented. be- 


tore the publick Church ; Theſe -things ' © 
ao jet down 12 the form: and>, order.-of 


F3 : publick | 


fiers and Elders ſhaxply $0. ,cxamine theſe | 
| who} vffer-.;themſelves to, repentance, 
| whatfear:aud texrox ahey have of Gods 
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Laſtly, when the : Ions and. R944 
of rrue and unfcigaed Repentancedo 
þ , pear in'theſe who have” oftcuded, Eldew 
$ ' would ſhew'theimſclves' ready & willing 
* to receive thein with' all tenderneſsand 

compaſſion,” and'to.forgive and comfort 
| them, /and confires their love towards 
, : them 3. Cov: bp Fe 7s 8. 
x Book if ajeip- The number of £ldersin 
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| "fermm: ned but it is to: be more or cſs, 
EZ according, to the ay atity of the Congre+ 
' . gation, and neceflitics and condition. of 
| the people, and as men qualified and, fit 

for the Charge can ' be found ' It hath 
been an evil cuſtome in ſome Congregati- 
+ ons, that rather then they would want 
+ any of their, wonted number, they would 
 choofe unqualified men,and rhiat in 'ſcve- 
| ral: Congregations, the Office 0: E'der 
hath been | you to thole of the- clot. 
| af 
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ithe | aod duc to ſuch(though - | 
ay 5 9; eg experience in the things of  : 
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higher. ſort, as 
ices | jelusChrift,und ja-many rhings of an une .' 
ap- | tender /and blame- worchy converſation} 
lew 4 becauſe of their conditicn in the world, 
Ing | / or concciving that their: ſ:cular power © 
nd | andcredit was the befi'means to promote. * 
ore | the Kingdotry of [ctus::Ghrift, aud men 7 
ds | qualified with Knawledge and experi- 
8, 4 encce.un the._rhings pertaining. to (Sills - 
f 'and-.of a Chriftian and ; godly carriage 
F. have beey, paſſed by, becauſe of a mean 
condition.in/.the World. Better itis tbat ©: 
the number be few, before we chooſe 
the ignorantand ſcandalous; and that 
they- beof a low degree; If godly, than 
of a high degree,if otherwaycs That t1- * 
ders may the more conveniently dil-. 
charge their duty; It's. ©» + © 
convenient that.the-Con- 4G of the ao- 
gregation be divided iy- 254% 22: 
| to ſo many. parts. and that ſome come” 2; 
perenr part be aſſigued ro rhe ' more pes |! 
y , culiar care and inſpection ot every Elders £ 
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| -oÞ.;, dorh;belong uiiro Deacons; we Þ 
ſhall i eak br, them ſhortly,” after, { 

3 Ss.- % Met, Of their Name.” 2; þ 
Of "their }n{litutign. 3. Of their Calling. | 
.....&; Of, their 'dury and  F 
7 +1 Book of Adſeig-,. qualification. "'The'word 
We. -  Deathn, layge'y * "raken 

_ Ggnifics any, lervant'or 

| Miniſter, Math, 23. 17. Thereforeinfthe' 

' News. Teſtament, it doth. / fomefimes - 

? comprehend all Church-Officers;"evih 
"the Apoſtles themſelycs, 1 Cor. 3.'F. Bez Þ} 

| | exeennhorOer eppoe of | 


Avira for perfec! * of the Saints, for the 
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1 the [Chriſt. when we ſpeak of ea- pb 4 15) 
feer, | cons. in the Kirk,it is 110r taken 

WH [ this large ſenſe; for avy Church- OMe: 

-1 F&E whatſoever ſort, but far - * "4 
 -» fa certain kind. of Church. 1 Book of Dig 
"Officers diſtin& from Paſt- inc chi$ w 4 
FH: 'ors, Teachers and Elders, 2 
hac ' $to” ; whom the collecion- and diftre. 
we #burion of : the Goods of the Church 
er | { doth. belong, for the ſupply of the neceſ-, 
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, in the Church of Chriſt, isDrvine; it's? 
: cial Ordinance and'Af ppointment of 
bc T2 Chriſt, that there thoud be Dea- 
| [IEP .bis Houle; * 44. 6. 3. 'The Apo»! 
 o file gives command ro! the Diſciples to: 
b hk out dmong theniſclves men off *; 
- honeſt. report, tull'ot the Holy Ghoſts: 4 
anda IG whom her might” w; 
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= point overthe bh efs of the: 00} oth 
\ © Was pt? ply 'done, as may be” feen'} 
[inthe 5 Prin : verles of that Chapter: | 
+ Neither his 2 temporary inKitution | 

' upon this particular occaſion, for'\th 
| Church of. era{alcmn only; but' for: al f 
* the Churches of Chniſt / to/! 

3Book of,,Diſ- the* 'end of the world 3/1 
a poo chap- Therefore "the 'Appoſtle*! 
© Pautifeveralof hisEpiſtles!7 
£o- the Churches, doth mention! ther, - 
Rom. 12 8. He exhortcth 'bimchat: gives 
or amparts, ( h-\« the Deacon, to whem 
the carer of.. giving and diftribufingis Þ}: 
commited, )/ to doit with bmpligity, peu 
Cor; 13,28. he reckons he/ps, (b."e, Deas 
cons who, are appointed for helping the 
poor ) among, theſe Officers © 'whom' 
\. God hath et in his Chureh ;' ahd writ-. 1 
q ; big to the Phuippians, lie directs His Ft Þ 

le to all rhe Saints in Chriſt,” wi: Hehe © 

iſhops( or Overſcers, , under whothe-"- 
E Comrentionds Minjſiery, Teachers and" ' 
| Ly. ) and to the Deacons, ' 1. Fon. 
wherein: 
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altl ' Deacons, We. gather 1:That L Book of Ds 
'to/; -the- Deacon-/ is a; dittin& <> 2774 
cer trom the Elder; it 

3s 2 defett and fault in fome Congregati.: 
LOns,: that they put no difference betwixt, , 
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wy "thoſe | two, |; but ' ſo. confounds. and. | 
- | mingles them together, as it they were 
, © both one;; eicher appointing none tor the 
s * Office of Deacon,but 1raving thar, charge 
” alſo upon the Elders, or elle giving * 
* F* "Deacons. the. ſame power. and; imploy- 


ever the Deacon may--do by vextue of 
. his Office, that ſame:may be done es 
Elder; as whatſoever isdene by an Elder, 
| may bedone by a Miniſter : becuuſe the - 
> 8 Higher and more cminear officers in the” 
 & Church, doth | include the Powers - 
of ihe lowee, It's allo true | that the 
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if w Elders, and be helping Yo be 
{ - them'in theſe! things that” concerns thefpe 
A overlight of the Congregations, | by in-Ct! 
formation and: advice; Yet itis neceflary! Te 
| that Congregations thould-ſo far 'regaidgn 
| - the Ordinances, and reverence the "Wiſgh 1 
dom of God, in appointing theſe Officers, 
as to have both Elders and Deacons and/F 

. kopreierve them diftinQ in. their actings F t 
and operatious, not iving to the Dea-F 
-cons, or 'luffering Jim to afſume theÞ.* 
* Elders office.” 2. That -Deacons are; J:. 
Not to count light of this. imployments:'| 
[j- or any others to efteem hghtly of them, 
| - becauſe they are ca)led thereunto, -and- | 
|, do exerciſe the-ſame;3but that they theme ; 
Hf ſelves, and all others ought to look upen; T; 
|" 3t as ofic of theſe holy and honourable.) |} 
|} Imploymients, --whichthe wiſdom of God. þ 
| hath'thought fit ro appoint in-his houle, - 
F for ſupplying the ncceffitics of the Saints. ;/ 
{{ The Ln NE did not _ diſdain- 
F:; fo 
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Hof chem minifiring. Spirits, ſent forth 
1 "ay [to miniſter for their ſakes who' are ap* © 
the {pointed fro be heirs of Salvation ; why 
in- then ſhould any-think ir below them ro 
ary{ſerve the Church of Chriſt, and to, mi- 
aidQmniſter to te Saints in-this Imployment? | 
Vil of 1. Tim. 3. 13. 
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TOne is to ſtep into 
this Office but he 2- Book of Doſeip- 
(oh is. lawlully- called <P: 8 
thereto; ;>Unro theirCall-- 
-Ing its needfu], Firit, That they hows 
+ abilities and gifts fir for the charge, to- 
F-gether with ari honeſt-purpoſe of heart to 
| ſerve the Lord fairttully in ihe diſcharge -- ; 
$: b of the ſane, by \ecking his honour and 
43 the good of the Church. 2. That they 
'be choſen by the Congregation in 


» Which ey are to ſerve, which choice is 
to 
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; "6 E; Herr: | by 
_— "be made after the fame” manner,” : as) 

* That of a Ruling Elder . 3. That tryal-be[h 
| Taken by the Minifter-and Elders, con | 1 
E cerning their converiation, that it” be| 1 
| blamleſs and holy: And concerning] 1 
-their gitrs, that they bave that tendernefs,| 

- diſcretion, dexteriry and prudeace, that Nl 
; Is fit forthat.imployinent,. and that they. 
1 


 beadmitted to their Charze with Prin £1 
_er and Supplication, and opening « 
"the word<oncerning their duty publick-}- 

- ly in the. Congregation, , were they are»! 
_ folemnly to engige themiclves to. be | >1 
* Faithful'in-the truſt committed ro them off >. 
'. God, ARG. 3, 5,6. 1. Tum. 3. 106 © IN 


CHAP IY, 23 
of their duey. , 
Firft of their Converſation: 
Heir Duty is /cither that whicte 
. concerns thetyCouverlation, or | 
their office” and calling: - fox® 
their,- converſation, the Apoſtte fhews | 
what i zult be, 1 Tim, 3.8.9. 10, 11,12-P - 
= 5-77 | nn A Th They 
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r, #/ They: "muſt not be double I not E 
al beſ4yars, nor deflemblers, nor deceivers, 2. , 
con | They muſt not be given to much wine, /- 
 be{ nor tiplers, nor drunkards, nor overs, 
1ng] nor followers ot {trong drink= 3 They -; 
iefs,] muſt not be greedy of . filthy lucre, nor 
char ſuch as arc © coverous, and whoſe hearts - 
hey..rarafrer the rhing<of the world. 4. They 
m” . muſt be grave men, of a poPd and} 
frayed (carrt 1ge, and - notof a hehr. and } 
kl. yain behaviour. 5. They muſt be ſuch 
'reſ-as hold taſt the rayflery of Faith in a | 
beſ grab ooblence, h.e. Who do-rot only 7? 
> know the DoGtrine ot the Golpel, but do 

- hold faft the Faith thereof withour waves | 

FF ” ring), and ftudy to have a goed conſcis 
# ence, in -walking antwerabty thereto. 6. : 

} They muſt be the husband of one wifey. 
' fuch as abttain from aNl- unlawful luſtsſa- * 
1 _. tisfying thernſclyes with the' Remedy ab- | 
: - owed of God. 7. They muſt be ſuch as j 
A + rote ther-own houſes and” rheir chile: 
' dren well, ſaclt as command and inftruch; 

- ar children and howthold ro" keep: they 
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= 


; - xt a 
9 OTF ITN 
ti ©. 
po oy { ; "Þp 
"S0' dons ers. 
Wn gh ; 


way of the Lord, going beloed them in 
* the practice of piety and godlineſs, and 
all holy and religious duties 
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c HAP.V. 'T; 
of he Duties of their Calling. | © 
| "\ He Duties that Dea- 
, 2.Book of Dif - ' Cons afe hound to hi 
: 9 chaps. perform in their Þ 
calling, may be reduced co_þ- 
theſe heads : 1, That they, be c.rctul to-j h 
| take exa&t notice of ſuch as are poor in: 
--the Congregation, and have not where = Lt; 
-with to maintain themſelves 2, That *' 
| they be caretul from' rime to time rocol- | 
| le and receive from. the ſeveral Mem- 
+. bers of the Congregation, .and ſtrangers __ 
| that cone among them; what the Lord | 
| ſhall incline their hearts ro-pive for a lup- © 
; ply of 'the necethrics of the. poor z and Þ& 
{m1 a ſeaſonable'and Chriſtian way, *to ſtir © | 
{up and exhort to: Charity end hiberality, - 


[PPonc ar the. more” may be given, 3. That. 
6-4 what 
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m infwhat is received and colle&ed by them! 
andÞe faithfully delivered, that it may be © _ | 
pur in theTreaſury of the Congregations \ 
43 That they do timoufly make known 
e ſeveral cunditions and. neccfhtiesof 
Þ#be ſeveral poor within theCongregation, 
o-the Chuich Seifion, thar-provifion may 
be” appuinted - accordingly 'tor cach' of 
. hem, rhatſo the: Poor may not be put 


' o NEGRIng, ro the greit of their ſpirits, A 
nd reproach of -the. Goſpel. 5. Thar | 


Fhcy be careful.honefſtly and jn ſimplicity, 
'Fwvichour reſpect of perſons, to diltribute 
And detiv-r tothe poor what is appointed 
For (ſupply of cher neceffities; and 1t they 
Þc Orphans,and young ones, orluch who. 
- - Haveno knowledge or underiiandings 
--,Nor ability to diipoſe and order the things  ; 
*ÞFhat concerns their tood and raymenr : ,. 
: AT hat the Deacons honetily imploy and 

_#$eſtew what 15 given for their uſe, that 

they may be lupplyed in theſe things: 6 

fTtar they be careful that whar belongs ' 
$o-the poor be not dilapidated, nor ap* - 7; 
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Rf plycd to any ores aſe; ndifclat of 
be any lipck in the Church Dreſs. bo. 
be 11mproven to the beſt ad vantage. forrhiai\ 
| benefite and-uſe of the poor; Yet forha b 
the poor be rather alwaycs lupptyed, that 
Money treafured up for a vain fthew.: 7 w 
That they be carctul ro/take norice of che {of 
 whoarecfick, that they may acquaint: thef 
Miniſters and- Elders therewith, for vill, 1 
| - tg of them ; and rf.that'they be pool 
»P their necethties niay be fupphed.- - # 
© * "Thar Dcacons may thz mcre conventd þ4. 
ently diſcharge their Dury, .jts fit tha” 
- fſome/part ot the Congregation be efognl F* 
ed to every one ofthern tur the better in 
\. ſpedtion; of the poor thereof,and thar the 
"Diets of collecting for the poor be divided 4 2 
b- among ft them. ' * , 
E- :: iT:be number of Deacons i every Cond 
b- gregation ts to be according . wo the: ora A 
portion of the Congregation, ''and of rheÞ 
poor therein; and though there be no 
3 : meceffity of an equal number of F}dersa Fi Þ 
: Ss, 25 Fer 1 ut 15 fic that cach Elder have 


« hb, LI 
1 Ihe. 5328», 


ER - Tra” of —-. 79 
heaffome Deacon to be athſting ro him in the 3 
e. #bounds of which he hath more peculiar 

rtn mſpection, that fo both the one and the "4 ; 
th 4 other way, diicharge cheir dury, with 4 
tha$the greater tacility to rhemſclves, and _ 
A with the- greater benefit and advantage - 
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hel of the - Congregation. - | I 
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